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considerable sums of money in obtaining convictions
against offenders. It may be argued that there is
nothing wrong in plating copper electrically, and that
is true, but there is in passing off the new wares as old,
and apart from protecting the public, there is something
which should appeal to collectors in the practice of up-
holding the reputation of bygone generations of good
workmen and honest citizens, in a materialistic age
like the present. There were quite a number of other
auxiliary processes and methods entailed in the pro-
duction of wrought silver and Old Sheffield Plate, some
of which are briefly explained in the glossary. This
chapter has been written, however, with three specific
articles in front of us for examination and comment,
in the expectation that that method would afford a
fair survey of the practical side of our subject, what
time the uninstructed would be able to follow, step
by step, the path by which a conclusion may be
reached whether or not a given piece is genuine or
otherwise.
A NOTE ABOUT MOUNTS AND WIRES
If a collector can get an opportunity of examining
any considerable quantity of Old Sheffield Plate, he
will be struck with the remarkable variety of the
mountings which were used to relieve the plain surfaces
of the fused metal, which could be chased but not
engraved. He should notice also, and particularly,
the ingenuity displayed in covering up in an artistic
and workmanlike fashion the bare edge of an article,
where the joint between the silver and the copper
would otherwise be revealed. Headings, or, as some